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Constitution. It was introduced on January 12 of this year, at
that time referred to the Executive Board. The resolution was
advanced to General File. I have no amendments, Nr. President.

SENATOR CVDABACK: Th ank you, Nr. Clerk. S enator C hambers,
you' re r ecognized t o o pen on LR 211 .

SENATOR CHANBERS: Thank you. Nr. President, members of the
Legislature, for the record, according to the constitution, the
presiding officer of the Legislature is the Lieutenant Governor.
A proposition had been put on the ballot in the past to remove
the Lieutenant Governor from that position and have the Speaker
of the Legislature be the presiding officer. The public voted
that proposition down. There is a different set of
circumstances now. With a l l of t h e h ubbub about homeland
security and related activities, the L ieutenant Governor no
longer is just an extra thumb, or a fifth wheel where you only
need four. The re are du ties that t he Lieutenant Governor
assumes and discharges which keep that person from presiding
over the Legislature for any extended period of time. The
Speaker and va rious members of the Legislature carry out that
role, and I think it should be that way all the time. But there
is an additional driving force. By the way, the current
Lieutenant Governor spoke in favor of this bill, and laid out in
some detail the types of a ctivities which the Lieutenant
Governor now undertakes to discharge. B ut with te rm limits
coming in, the Legislature, as a branch of government, has to
retain, to the extent that it can with the limited knowledge and
experience that the new crew will have, its independence. T he
executive branch is going to be able to dominate the Legislature
anyway, bec ause new pe o ple are goi n g t o b e ov e rawed. Ther e
should not be a member of the executive branch presiding over
the Legislature. Wha t this proposed constitutional amendment
will do is allow the Legislature to function as an independent
third branch of go vernment, entirely separate from the other
two, which would be the judicial and executive. No other branch
of government is presided over by a member of one of the other
two branches. The courts would never be required to be
dominated by a member of the executive or the l egislative
branch. So my pl ea i n t his instance is to retain for the
L egislature, to the extent that such a move can, t he
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